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Tamil Nadu 

TVK functionary files sexual 
harassment case against party's 

Poonamallee candidate

CHENNAI: A sexual 
harassment case has been 
registered against Tamilaga 
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) 
Poonamallee candidate 
Prakasam alias Kutty by the 
Tiruvallur police.Prakasam, 
who serves as the Tiruvallur 
South district secretary of the 
party, has been accused of 
sexually harassing a woman 
functionary during a party 
member’s wedding event 
around six months ago, said a 
Daily Thanthi report.The 
complainant alleged that 
despite reporting the incident 

to the party leadership earli-
er, no action was taken, and 
his subsequent announce-
ment as a candidate has 
caused shock.The woman, 
along with her husband, 
recently filed a formal com-
plaint at the Tiruvallur 
District Superintendent of 
Police office. Based on the 
complaint.

Use only WHO-approved ORS, warns Tamil 
Nadu health department amid rising heat

CHENNAI: With tempera-
tures climbing steadily 
across Tamil Nadu, the State 
Health and Family Welfare 
Department has cautioned 
the public against relying on 
commercially marketed 
drinks sold as oral rehydra-
tion solutions (ORS), stress-
ing that only World Health 
Organization-approved for-
mulations can effectively 
treat dehydration.

Officials said the impact 
of summer has intensified 
across districts, with tem-
peratures rising 2–4 degrees 
Celsius above normal levels, 
increasing the risk of dehy-
dration, fatigue, dizziness 
and headaches, particularly 
during peak afternoon 
hours. In an advisory, the 
department warned that sev-
eral ready-to-drink beverag-
es marketed as ORS in bot-
tles and cans do not meet 
prescribed medical stan-

dards. “Only WHO-approved 
ORS packets should be used 
to prevent and treat dehy-
dration. Commercial bever-
ages may provide temporary 
refreshment but are not 
medically adequate,” an offi-
cial said.

ORS is a clinically proven 
intervention used to restore 
fluids and essential electro-
lytes lost due to diarrhoea, 
vomiting and excessive 
sweating. Officials noted 
that without timely and 
appropriate rehydration, 
severe electrolyte imbalance 

could lead to organ compli-
cations and even death.

The department speci-
fied that a standard ORS 
packet contains precise 
quantities of sodium chlo-
ride (2.6 g), glucose (13.5 
g), potassium chloride (1.5 
g) and trisodium citrate 
(2.9 g), to be dissolved in 
one litre of boiled and 
cooled water and con-
sumed within 24 hours. 
“WHO-approved ORS 
packets are available free 
of cost at government pri-
mary health centres and 
hospitals, and at low cost 
in private pharmacies. 
The public must ensure 
they use only these formu-
lations,” added the offi-
cial.Residents have also 
been urged to drink ade-
quate fluids such as water, 
tender coconut water, but-
termilk and lemon juice, 
avoid direct sun exposure 

between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m., 
and seek immediate care if 
symptoms of dehydration 
occur. Special caution has 
been advised for children.

AIADMK will push for lowering GST for 
match industry, assures Palaniswami

KOVILPATTI: AIADMK 
chief Edappadi K 
Palaniswami has said his 
party would push for low-
ering of GST rate for the 
match industry in order to 
support the sector.
Addressing a poll cam-
paign in Kovilpatti in 
Tuticorin district on 
Monday night, he said his 
party has sought a reduc-
tion in the Goods and 
Services Tax for the indus-
try to 12 per cent from 18 
per cent. “We will urge the 
centre to reduce 5 per cent 
GST for the match indus-
try,” the AIADMK general 
secretary assured.

The matchbox and fire-
works industries are con-
centrated mostly in the 
Kovilpatti and Sivakasi 
areas of Tamil Nadu, 
employing lakhs of work-
ers. The former chief min-
ister said his party previ-
ously took steps to reduce 
GST on the fireworks and 
match industries. He 
assured to constitute a 
welfare board for the 
workers of these indus-
tries when the party forms 
the government post the 
April 23 Assembly elec-
tion. Earlier, addressing a 
rally in Kadayanallur, he 

vowed to eradicate drug 
trafficking in the state and 
create a drug-free Tamil 
Nadu when his party 
forms the government. He 
promised to increase relief 
assistance for salt-pan 
workers during the rainy 
season and announced Rs 
10 lakh compensation for 
the palm workers in case 
of accidental death.

At the Kadayanallur 
poll rally, Palaniswami, 
the leader of the opposi-
tion, made a fresh promise 
of providing “double-
boiled quality rice” at PDS 
shops similar to the “good 
quality rice sold in private 
shops.” “This is for sure; 
quality rice will be sup-
plied in ration shops not-
withstanding the expendi-
ture,” he said.

He slammed the ruling 
DMK for “sheltering” 
those expelled from his 
party and said it would 
gain nothing from them in 
the ensuing Assembly 
elections. Palaniswami 
said the DMK had given 
tickets to 19 leaders 
expelled from the 
AIADMK. These include 
expelled leaders O 
Panneerselvam and R 
Vaithilingam.

TN ELECTIONS | CASE BOOKED AGAINST TVK CHIEF VIJAY UNDER 
FIVE SECTIONS FOR POLL CODE VIOLATIONS

CHENNAI: Actor-
politician Vijay has been 
booked under five sec-
tions by Peravallur police 
for allegedly violating 
election rules during his 
campaign in Kolathur, 
officials said on Monday.

According to the com-
plaint filed by election 
authorities, Vijay is 
accused of using nearly 30 
loudspeakers despite per-
mission being granted for 
only five, thereby causing 
public disturbance.

According to a Daily 
Thanthi report, he has 

also been charged with 
gathering a crowd exceed-
ing 5,000 people and 
obstructing the move-
ment of an ambulance 
during the campaign. The 
case was registered based 
on inputs from the elec-
tion monitoring team.

Thousands of support-
ers gathered to witness 
Vijay filing his nomina-
tion from the Perambur 
Assembly constituency, 
followed by his maiden 
roadshow towards 
Kolathur. The crowd 
surge led to severe traffic 

congestion across key 
stretches in north 
Chennai. Traffic move-
ment was briefly disrupt-
ed near Vyasarpadi as 
motorists stopped to 
catch a glimpse of the 
actor. His convoy took 
nearly two hours to cover 
the short distance to 
Kolathur, getting stuck at 
major junctions such as 
Moolakadai and Thiru Vi 
Ka Nagar, as supporters 
thronged roads, climbed 
vantage points and halted 
traffic to take photos and 
videos.

PRAKASAM, WHO SERVES AS THE TIRUVALLUR 
SOUTH DISTRICT SECRETARY OF THE PARTY, HAS 

BEEN ACCUSED OF SEXUALLY HARASSING A 
WOMAN FUNCTIONARY DURING A PARTY MEM-

BER’S WEDDING EVENT AROUND SIX MONTHS AGO, 
SAID A DAILY THANTHI REPORT.

Plastic health: Can you truly 
detox your body from plastic?

In The Plastic Detox, a new 
documentary on Netflix, six 
couples with unexplained 
infertility work to rid their 
lives of plastic in the hopes 
that doing so will improve 
their chances of having a baby. 
They toss out air fresheners 
and cutting boards, and try 
adopting bamboo toothbrush-
es and deodorant packaged in 
paperboard. “Will we get preg-
nant because of it?” one par-
ticipant asks. “I have no idea.” 
Their guide on this journey is 
Shanna Swan, an 89-year-old 
researcher who has spent 
much of her career studying 
the effects of environmental 
chemicals on reproductive 
health.In the film, Swan, a pro-
fessor of environmental medi-

cine at the Icahn School of 
Medicine at Mount Sinai in 
New York, inventories the 
sources of plastic in the par-
ticipants’ daily lives and iden-
tifies alternatives. Over a 
three-month “intervention 
period”, she measures concen-
trations of chemicals in their 
urine and sperm counts. The 
premise of the documentary is 
appealing: cut plastic chemi-
cals out of your life, and 
improve your fertility. But it is 
not that straightforward. “It’s 

Subsidy keeps UDAN aloft
The Union Government 

launched a high-profile 
regional air connectivity 
scheme with lofty goals, 
accompanied by predict-
able fanfare and publicity 
blitzkrieg. The Ude Desh ka 
Aam Nagrik scheme, 
known by its cool acronym 
UDAN, ran into patches of 
turbulence and returned to 
the hangar for a revamp. 
The government has now 
come up with a Modified 
UDAN and is prepared to 
shell out Rs 28,840 crore to 
be spent over a decade. It 
plans to develop 100 air-
ports from unserved air-
strips and 200 modern heli-
pads, besides focusing on 
market development and 
lending support for the 
operation and maintenance 
of aerodromes.

UDAN 1.0 faced serious 
setbacks due to a lack of 
demand and the resulting 
adverse impact on viabili-
ty. Though the scheme 
expanded the airport net-
work from double digits to 
triple digits, at least 22 air-
ports became “non-opera-
tional”. Some of these were 
in east and north-eastern 
states like West Bengal, 
Arunachal Pradesh, 
Meghalaya, Mizoram, and 
Tripura, as these airports 
were supposed to improve 
connectivity to remote and 
underserved areas. 
According to the govern-

ment, 15 airports became 
non-operational under the 
UDAN scheme due to fac-
tors such as the end of the 
three-year Viability Gap 
Funding (VGF) support 
period, poor visibility con-
ditions, daytime runway 
restrictions at VFR-only 
airports, shortage of air-
craft, leasing issues, tempo-
rary discontinuation by 
airlines, novation of routes, 
and low passenger load fac-
tors. It is painfully obvious 
that the scheme was not 
well thought through and 
not backed by reliable stud-
ies relating to demand from 
the catchment area. Critics 
of the scheme argue that 
this could happen only 
when narrow political 
interests overshadow com-
mercial rationale. For 
instance, over a dozen 
unutilised or underutilised 
airports were concentrated 
in Gujarat and Punjab, 
where people would not 
hop on to an aeroplane to 
go to places that could be 
reached in the same or less-
er time by road.

A more serious issue, 

and a flaw in reasoning, 
was that the UDAN air-
ports were originally 
intended to serve back-
ward areas, but the people 
living in these regions 
were themselves economi-
cally constrained and 
could not afford air tickets. 
Secondly, by the govern-
ment’s own admission, 
there were issues relating 
to visibility because these 
bare-bones, minimalist air-
ports lacked night naviga-
tion systems.The govern-
ment could pump money 
into developing greenfield 
airports or merely upgrade 
airstrips into basic air-
ports. As long as it provid-
ed funding in the form of 
VGF, airlines operated 
flights even when demand 
was inadequate. Once 
funding stopped, airlines 
discontinued services due 
to low passenger load fac-
tors.

However, on paper, 
UDAN 1.0 was claimed to 
be a success. During the 
first nine years of UDAN, 
663 routes have been oper-
ationalised across 95 air-
ports, heliports and water 
aerodromes. It operated 
over 3.41 lakh flights, 
catering to over 162.47 
lakh passengers. It report-
edly gave a boost to tour-
ism and improved health-
care access and emergen-
cy services. 

KALASALINGAM UNIVERSITY ENTERS QS RANKINGS IN 
COMPUTER SCIENCE BAND 751–850

Srivilliputhur: Kalasalingam 
Academy of Research and 
Education has achieved a signifi-
cant milestone by securing a posi-
tion in the 751–850 band for 

Computer Science and Information 
Systems in the QS World University 
Rankings by Subject 2026. In a 
press note, Vice President Dr. Shasi 
Anand stated that this marks the 

first time the universi-
ty has been featured in 
this prestigious global 
ranking in the 
Computer Science dis-

cipline. He described the achievement as a 
reflection of the institution’s steady prog-
ress in academic excellence, research out-
put, and innovation. Dr. Anand credited the 
success to the collective efforts of faculty, 
researchers, students, and the university 
leadership. He also acknowledged the valu-
able contributions of alumni, whose accom-
plishments in academia and industry have 
enhanced the institution’s global reputa-
tion.The recognition in QS rankings high-
lights Kalasalingam University’s growing 
presence on the international academic 
stage and reinforces its commitment to 
quality education and cutting-edge 
research.The Vice President extended con-
gratulations to all stakeholders involved in 
achieving this milestone.


